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TRIBUTE TO HON. WILLIAM ENGLE 
III 

HON. HAROLD ROGERS 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to one of eastern 
Kentucky’s toughest leaders, both in and out 
of the courtroom, Chief Circuit Judge for Ken-
tucky’s Thirty-Third Judicial Circuit, the Honor-
able William Engle III, upon his upcoming re-
tirement. 

Judge Engle made a profound impression 
on Kentucky’s Perry County when he first won 
a special election in 2004 to take the bench. 
He was determined to restore dignity and 
honor to the court that was mired by countless 
drug-related cases. One year earlier, our re-
gion was dubbed the nation’s ‘‘Painkiller Cap-
ital,’’ and Judge Engle was determined to im-
plement changes that could save the lives of 
people who entered his courtroom, and curb 
the tide of prescription drug abuse in Eastern 
Kentucky. 

Fulfilling his pledge, Judge Engle estab-
lished a Drug Court in Perry County in 2005, 
volunteering his own time to oversee the pro-
gram. Drug Courts are designed to reduce the 
relapse rate of drug abusers and drug-related 
crime through substance abuse education, 
treatment, drug-testing, and counseling. With 
strict oversight, four participants made it to the 
first graduation ceremony in 2006. Since then, 
some 60 people have successfully graduated 
from this impressive treatment-alternative pro-
gram in Perry County. Additionally, Judge 
Engle had the foresight to partner with a local 
workforce center to help Drug Court partici-
pants re-enter the workforce and build a ca-
reer. His work has helped restore thousands 
of dollars in child support payments, as well 
as restitution and fines owed by the individ-
uals. Most importantly, dozens of families 
have been transformed through the program 
and at least eleven drug-free babies have 
been born, giving them all a wonderful new 
beginning. 

As he passes the gavel, Judge Engle leaves 
behind a legacy of fortitude in the law, yet hu-
mility in his service. His wisdom and passion 
will undoubtedly be sought after as the people 
of Perry County choose his successor. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring a champion for drug-free commu-
nities, the Honorable William Engle III. I wish 
him all the best in the years to come. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 
WISSAHICKON SKATING CLUB 
AND THE MERRITTON ATHLETIC 
ASSOCIATION 

HON. PATRICK MEEHAN 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 11, 2014 

Mr. MEEHAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize and congratulate the skaters and 
families, current and past, of the Wissahickon 
Skating Club in Chestnut Hill, Pennsylvania 
and the Merritton Athletic Association in St. 
Catherines, Ontario. This third weekend in 
February marks the 50th anniversary of the 
Wissahickon Skating Club—Merritton Athletic 
Association Hockey Exchange. For five dec-
ades without interruption, the organizations 
have taken turns hosting players and even en-
tire families in their homes for a long weekend 
of festivities. The exchange culminates in a 
youth hockey tournament for which trophies 
are awarded to the victorious teams. It is un-
derstood to be the longest uninterrupted ex-
change of its type in international competition. 

This tournament would not be possible with-
out the vision of former Wissahickon hockey 
coach Walter Jewell and Merritton Athletic As-
sociation President, Walter Baum. Walter 
Jewell had been taking hockey teams to Can-
ada since 1962. Looking to start his own tour-
nament with a team from Canada, the 
Merritton Athletic Association was rec-
ommended to him. In November of 1964, the 
Merritton Athletic Association and Walter 
Baum received a letter written by Walter 
Jewell from the Wissahickon Skating Club 
seeking to arrange an exchange trip between 
the two organizations. 

In March 1965 two teams from the 
Wissahickon Skating Club arrived as guests of 
the Merritton Athletic Association. The first 
games were a Pee Wee-Bantam double-head-
er, taking place at the Thorold Arena in St. 
Catharines, Ontario, the home of the Merritton 
Athletic Association. The tournament trophies 
for this exchange were donated by the 
Wissahickon Skating Club for the Bantam 
level and the Kaupp Electric Trophy for the 
pee wee level. Each organization was vic-
torious that weekend with the Merritton Pee 
Wees accepting the Kaupp Electric Trophy 
and the Wissahickon Bantams taking home 
the Bantam Trophy. No one had any idea at 
the time that 49 exchanges were to occur 
without ever missing a single year. 

Mr. Speaker, this tournament brings back 
special memories for me. As an 11-year-old I 
can recall the adventurous bus ride, for the 
first of numerous visits to Canada, and the 
warm hospitality of the Greenough and Isher-
wood families who welcomed my older brother 
Mike and me into their homes. We visited Ni-
agara Falls, learned how a cargo ship navi-
gates a river lock and walked the floor of a 
paper mill, all the while growing closer to the 
same boys we would be skating against that 
evening. Lifetime bonds were formed. It was 

then and still remains so much more than a 
hockey game. It represents the warm and 
genuine affection Americans and Canadians 
have for each other and it is expressed 
through the rich tradition of friendly competi-
tion and the great game of ice hockey. The 
friendship endures through generations as fa-
thers are reunited watching their sons skate 
on the same ice they remember playing on as 
children. 

The 50th anniversary of this very special en-
gagement of camaraderie and sportsmanship 
will be celebrated the weekend of February 
13–15, 2014 in Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia. 
The two ‘‘Walters’’ would be proud of their leg-
acy. I hope that this wonderful tradition can 
continue for the children of the children who 
will compete on this special 50th anniversary. 
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SPORTSMEN’S HERITAGE AND 
RECREATIONAL ENHANCEMENT 
ACT OF 2013 

SPEECH OF 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 5, 2014 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 3590) to protect 
and enhance opportunities for recreational 
hunting, fishing, and shooting, and for other 
purposes: 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Chair, I rise 
today in strong opposition to H.R. 3590, the 
SHARE Act of 2013. This bill contains a harm-
ful provision that chips away at the Endan-
gered Species Act (ESA) and the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) by retro-
actively allowing the import of sport-hunted 
polar bear trophies as Title IV of the bill. I sub-
mitted an amendment to the bill which would 
have struck Title IV, however the Rules Com-
mittee denied the members of this body an 
opportunity to vote on this issue. I am dis-
appointed this legislation was not brought to 
the floor under an open rule which would have 
allowed consideration of my amendment so 
members could debate this precedent-setting 
provision. 

Polar bears are protected from sport hunting 
in the United States, including the polar bear 
population in Alaska. In 2008 the Bush Admin-
istration listed the polar bear as a threatened 
species under the Endangered Species Act 
and the 1972 MMPA protects polar bears and 
other marine mammals. To allow American 
hunters to kill them for trophies in other coun-
tries is irresponsible and inconsistent with the 
bipartisan commitment to conserving the polar 
bear population. 

According to the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUCN), the polar bear 
is a ‘‘vulnerable’’ species based on a projected 
population reduction of more than 30 percent 
within three generations (45 years) due to a 
decrease in distribution and habitat quality. It 
is estimated there are fewer than 20,000 to 
25,000 polar bears remaining in the wild. 
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